The electronically-controlled axis-traction handle: preliminary report.
The scope of this preliminary report is to illustrate the performance characteristics of an electronically-controlled axis-traction handle. Preclinical testing was conducted with a prototype of the innovative device, using a childbirth simulator. The simulated forceps deliveries demonstrated that the innovative device allows the obstetrician to measure (unencumbered by dials, scales and cable connections) the traction applied, to be alerted when the preset 50 lbs (22.68 kg) safety limit is approached, and to generate a hard copy print-out of the traction data. The electronically-controlled axis-traction handle represents a major technologic advance, that could help improve the training and safe practice of forceps deliveries.